
2.  Sub-sessions  

(1) BUSAN 

Busan Civic Park Construction Project 

Mr. Jeong Lakhyeong 
Deputy Mayor for Political Affairs, Busan Metropolitan City 

1. Background 
A series of humiliating memories are engraved in the land slated as the site for construction of Busan Civic Park. 

It used to be a military post for the US armed forces following the end of Japanese rule. Although the newly 

planned civic park will serve as a reminder of the past pain and suffering of Busan’s citizens, it will also provide 

an opportunity for Busan to design a brand new future. Taking the importance of this open space in the center of 

the city into account, the city of Busan has decided to construct a civic park, a landmark which will rival Central 

Park in New York. 

2. Future Directions  
The park is intended to become a landmark for internationally recognized metropolitan Busan, for the future, for 

all people, for the bridging of cultures, and for the revival of Busan’s urban center. The park will be developed 

along the three themes of culture, art and commerce. 

3. Design Concept 
The integration of change and history will generate new possibilities for the use of this new space. “Flow, 

Connectivity and Accumulation” will be its main features. The five sub-themes of the space will be “Memory, 

Culture, Pleasure, Nature and Participation” 

4. General Concept 
Based on the master plan for Korea, this park, which integrates the landscape of Busan with a Korean-style 

rippling wave pattern, is designed to provide a space for outdoor activities. 

5. Construction Plan 
Busan Civic Park will provide a beautiful landscape. A promenade is to be laid out in accordance with its 

sub-theme, which takes the ecosystem into account. The land will be leveled so that its water system will flow 

smoothly. Main facilities will be connected to each other by an underground passage, which will bring a sense of 

unity to the facilities across the park. Park facilities will include a movie theater, an art museum, and a history 

museum, and will serve as the cultural centers of the park. The park, which reflects its sub-theme, will help 

Busan’s residents overcome their painful past, and will provide them with peace of mind  



6. Implementation and Financing 
We have encouraged residents to participate in our program as volunteers. We have been working together with 

experts and relevant institutions, though planning and development is mainly under the charge of the city 

government. Funds for design and construction will be provided by the city government, while the costs of land 

purchases and infrastructure will be borne by the central government. The underground space development will be 

funded by the private sector 

7. Expected Effects 
Busan Civic Park will not only help boost the local economy, but will also renew the image of the city in terms of 

its citizens’ lives and the functions of the city. 

8. Conclusion 
With the completion of this project in 2015, Busan will be reborn as a city with a world-class civic park. 
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A WORLD CLASS DESTINATION IN BUSAN

A PARK FOR THE FUTURE

A PARK FOR EVERYBODY

A CULTURAL CONNECTION

A CATALYST TO REVIVE THE CENTER OF THE CITY
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A L L U V I U M
Alluvium is the silt deposited by slowly flowing water, as 

in a riverbed, floodplain or delta.  Alluvium is typically very 
rich and fertile, and encourages new life.
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A L L U V I U M
A new public park for the 21st Century where the positive 

energy of the citizens can flow and flourish freely.
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A L L U V I U M
A new public park for the 21st Century where the positive 

energy of the citizens can flow and flourish freely.
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(2) GWANGYANG 

Responsibility and Cooperation between Major Cities  
in the Asia-Pacific Region 

Mr. Lee Sung-woong 
Mayor of Gwangyang City 

Since the 1990s, the world has entered an era of competition that transcends national boundaries, and many 

economic blocs have been formed. The Asia-Pacific region is blessed with some of the greatest diversity of all 

such blocs.  At a time when the world faces common challenges such as the environment, energy issues and the 

financial crisis, the steady growth of the Asia-Pacific region and sharing of responsibilities and cooperation 

between the region’s cities are especially vital. As a port, the City of Gwangyang believes that cooperation 

between port cities is vital. 

Gwangyang Port, a major port in the center of Northeast Asia, is expected to become the 10th largest port in the 

world by 2020 in terms of size and capacity, with its container handling capacity being 12.45 million TEUs.  

However, the city is faced with the harsh reality of fierce competition. In order to secure continued mutual 

prosperity among port cities in the region, each of them needs to search for a way to achieve symbiosis based on 

cooperation and role-sharing. 

Through the conclusion of the International City Friendship Agreement with Dalian and other cities, the signing of 

the MOU for cooperation with Taicang Port of Suchou, and the building of a cooperation network with Xiamen 

Port, the City of Gwanyang has been making multilateral efforts to vitalize interactions with other port cities. 

Furthermore, by making the most of its geographic advantage, the city has constructed a dynamic logistics system 

that connects the east coast of China to the west coast of the United States. 

Mutual prosperity for the region based on collaborative relationships has been highlighted due to growing 

cooperation and trade between ports in the Asia-Pacific region, including the growing interactions between major 

ports in Northeast Asia and their counterparts in Southeast Asia. City to city cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region 

has been observed in a variety of fields, including politics, economics, culture, the environment and energy.  It is 

to be hoped that specialists in each field will work together to build specific and feasible plans, so that everlasting 

cooperative relationships and friendship in the Asia-Pacific region will be forged. 









(3) GUANGZHOU 

Revival of a Historic District 
Xin He Pu Historic District Conservation and Renovation Project 

Ms. Li Yi Zhong 
Vice President, Design Office, Guangzhou Urban Planning Bureau 

Guangzhou boasts a 2222–year history, dating back to 214 BC (the 33rd year of Emperor Qinshihuang) when it 

was built as Renxiao City. It was also the ancient capital of the three Ling Dynasties. History has left Guangzhou 

with an abundance of historic sites and a splendid culture. Furthermore, it was the starting city of the famous 

“Maritime Silk Road” of ancient China that leads to Europe and other Asian countries. These maps reflect the 

urban development and construction of Guangzhou from 1900 to 1998. One of the 24 most famous historic and 

cultural cities in China, Guangzhou has 219 historic sites at the national, provincial and municipal level. 

Guangzhou has designated an historic urban area of about 20 square km in the city center, including 22 historic 

sites, and has conducted proactive conservation and renovation efforts.  Of these, the Xin He Pu Historic District 

is located in Guangzhou’s central Yuexiu District. It is currently the largest preserved, low-rise, traditional 

courtyard residential complex and historic district in Guangzhou City, and it integrates both Chinese and Western 

features.  

The noted Garden Houses are mainly concentrated in the Xin He Pu area. Most buildings in this area were 

constructed in the 1920s and 30s, mainly for residential purposes. They are characterized by red brick walls, 

exposed aggregate finishes and western architectural styles. Dongshan District used to be a suburb of Guangzhou 

during the Qing Dynasty. According to records, the opening of the Guangzhou-Kowloon railway was followed by 

a boom in house construction for foreigners and wealthy local residents who built their homes in Dongshan 

District. This drove up land prices, and the whole area flourished. Today, some of these buildings have been 

removed while others still exist with a renovated appearance. 

The Xin He Pu Residential Complex is an example of a large-scale new-style residential community and an 

important sign of multiculturalism in modern Guangzhou. In June 2000, the Guangzhou Municipal Government 

recognized it as one of the first Historic Districts to be conserved through the formation of conservation planning. 

Xin He Pu boasts abundant historic resources with one provincial historic site and 485 historic buildings. The 

crucial goal is to preserve the historic heritage while promoting social and economic development and improving 

the living environment.  

This can be summarized in the following four points: 

(1) Conserving the overall historic features that reflect the characteristics of the Xin He Pu area. 

(2) Coordinating conservation and development while balancing historic conservation, social progress, 



economic development and improvement of the living environment, and conducting reasonable 

development and utilization. 

(3) Observing the principles of restoration of original appearance and preservation of original materials in 

conservation and renovation. 

(4) Decentralizing the population as much as possible and forbidding any additional or new building 

construction. 

The major contents and implementation measures of the Xin He Pu conservation plan are:  

1. Define the conservation scope, classify building types by their conservation value, and propose 

conservation requirements  

2.  An effective conservation control system is proposed to better preserve the overall features of the area and 

to meanwhile maintain the individual characteristics of each preserved building, thus facilitating planning 

administration and implementation.  

3. Importance has been attached to the feasibility of the planning and the effectiveness of conservation 

measures while the Xin He Pu Conservation Plan is being integrated into the urban planning administrative 

information platform of Guangzhou. This is to strengthen daily planning administration and to enhance the 

control and rationale of effective implementation.   

4. A micro-circulation renovation mechanism featuring a step-by-step process, partial renovation and change 

shall facilitate the organic renovation of the Xin He Pu area 



“
”

Guangzhou is known as a historic city where 
China meets the West. 
Guangzhou boasts a history of 2222 years 
dated back from 214 BC (the 33rd year of 
Emperor Qinshihuang) when “Renxiao City”
was built. 
Guangzhou is the home to the ancient capital 
of three dynasties of Ling Nan (Nanyue 
Kingdom, Nanhan Kingdom and Nanming 
Kingdom). The history has left Guangzhou lots 
of historic sites and splendid culture. 

“
”

Guangzhou is a famous and unfailing 
city of foreign trade. It is the starting 
city of the famous “Maritime Silk Road”
of ancient China that leads to Europe 
and other Asian countries. 

Schematic Diagram of the Maritime Silk Road

The city site remains unchanged basically though Guangzhou City has kept expanding 
through more than 2,000 years. The city center still remains in the area of the current 
Beijing Road and Guangwei Road of Yuexiu District. 

Guangzhou City in Qing Dynasty 
built in the city site of Qin Dynasty

City site evolution map of Guangzhou 
through the ages

The urban development and construction of Guangzhou from 
1900 (last years of Qing Dynasty) to 1998

As one of the first 24 famous historic cities 
in China, Guangzhou has 219 historic sites 
of the national, provincial and municipal 
level. 

Guangzhou has designated the historic 
urban area of about 20 square km in the 
central city area and 22 historic districts in 
the historic urban area, and conducted 
proactive conservation and renewal efforts.  

Distribution of historic urban area and historic district

Xin He Pu Historic District is located in 
Guangzhou’s central Yuexiu District 
(formerly Dongshan District). It is the 
currently preserved largest low-rise 
courtyard traditional residential complex 
and historic district in Guangzhou City that 
integrates both Chinese and western 
features. 

Location Map of Xin He Pu Historic District
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“
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It is an old saying in Guangzhou that the 
wealthy live in Xiguan while the potentates 
live in Dongshan. The so-called Dongshan 
Garden Houses are mainly concentrated in 
Xin He Pu area. Most buildings in this area 
were built in 1920s and 1930s mainly for 
residential purpose and characterized by 
red-brick wall, exposed aggregate finish and 
western architectural style. 

“
”

Dongshan District used to be 
Guangzhou’s suburb area in Qing 
Dynasty. It is recorded that ever since the 
opening of Guangzhou-Kowloon railway in 
the 3rd year of Emperor Xuantong (1911), 
the foreign and local wealthy people built 
their residences in Dongshan District and 
made the land price in this area more and 
more expensive and the whole area more 
and more flourishing. Guangzhou Map of 1930s

Xin He Pu

In the beginning of Republic of China, 
many overseas Chinese remitted money 
back home to build their residences, 
which were also concentrated in Xin He 
Pu area of Dongshan district. 

Kui Yuan of 1920s

“ ”

Several renowned elites of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) and Kuo 
Min Tang (KMT) used to live Xin He Pu, 
such as Mao Zedong and Liao Zhongkai. 
This area also witnessed some important 
historical events such as the 3rd Congress 
of CPC. Nowadays, some of these 
buildings have been removed while some 
still exist with new look. 

“ ”
Site of the 3rd CPC National Congress

“ ”
The 3rd CPC document: <Resolution about the 

National Movement and KMT> 

“ ”

Xin He Pu Residential Complex is an 
example of large-scale new-style 
residential community built by modern 
Chinese people, and an important 
evidence of multi-culture in modern 
Guangzhou. It was recognized as one of 
the first Historic Districts by Guangzhou 
Municipal Government in June, 2000 to 
be conserved through the formulation of 
conservation planning. 

Master  Plan of Xin He Pu Conservation Plan

Xin He Pu has Dongshankou 
commercial area to the north, 
Dongshanhu Park to the south, 
Wuyang New Town to the Northeast 
and residential areas such as Dong Hu 
Xin Cun to the west and southwest. 
Currently, this area is densely 
inhabited with a population of 25,000 
residents. 

Existing Construction Diagram of Xin He Pu

The scope of Xin He Pu Historic 
District begins in the east from Dadao 
Road and ends at Junyi Road in the 
west, with Donghua East Road, Xin He 
Pu Canal and Donghu Park to its 
South and Miao Qian Xi Jie, Miao Qian 
Zhi Jie, Sibeitongjin and Guangzhou 
Railway Bureau site to its north, with a 
total site area of 62.9 hectares. 

Aerial  photo of Xin He Pu



“
”

Xin He Pu boasts abundant historic and 
cultural resources with one provincial 
historic site (Site of the 3rd CPC Congress) 
and seven municipal historic sites. 

Distribution plan of existing historic resources

Besides the above-said eight historic sites, 
there are 485 historic buildings in the area. 
Among them 401 are preserved intact and 
84 require renovation and maintenance. 

1
2

3 “ ” “ ”
4

The main conception of Xin He Pu conservation plan

To conserve the overall planning pattern of the original Historic District, restore its 
characteristics of historic and cultural views, coordinate the historic features of this area 
and preserve its historic value. Four aspects are stressed in particular: 

1 Conserve the overall historic features that can reflect the characteristics of Xin He Pu area.
2 Coordinate the conservation and development, balance the historic conservation, social progress, economic 

development and improvement of living environment, and conduct reasonable development and utilization.
3 Observe the principles of “restoring to original appearance” and “preserving the original” in conservation and 

renovation.
4 Decentralize the population as much as possible and forbid any additional or new building construction. 

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

1

1

1 Define the conservation scope, classify 
building types as per the conservation 
value, and propose conservation 
requirements

(1) Definition of conservation scope
Xin He Pu Historic District

Core area, Construction control area
Environment coordination area

Different spatial zones correspond to the 
respective planning and management 
policies such as the policies on building 
height and street & lane conservation. 

Conservation Scope Division Map

Core areaConstruction control area

Environment coordination area 

2

“ ”

(2) Classification of building conservation
All buildings in Xin He Pu are classified into two categories 
according to the conservation value, i.e. historic buildings 
and non-historic buildings, which are further divided into 5 
sub-categories. Among them, Historic buildings are divided 
into 3 sub-categories: 
Type A: Buildings of historic sites: the original appearance 
cannot be changed. Surveying and mapping shall be 
carefully done before restoration. The process of 
restoration shall observe the “reversible” principle and 
restore to the original appearance. 

Type A Buildings of historic sites

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

2

(2) Classification of building conservation
Historic buildings are divided into 3 sub-categories: 
Type B Buildings of conservation: such buildings will 
mainly be maintained and renovated. The original layout 
and traditional architectural form must be maintained. The 
exterior appearance shall be reserved while the interior can 
be renovated with modern facilities.  

Type B Buildings of conservation

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

2

(2) Classification of building conservation
Historic buildings are divided into 3 sub-categories: 
Type C: Buildings of improvement: renovation or 
reconstruction can be done to adapt to modern lifestyle 
while the reconstructed building must maintain the original 
layout and traditional architectural form.  

Type C Buildings of improvement

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

2

(2) Classification of building 
conservation

Non-historic buildings are further 
divided into 2 sub-categories: 
Type D: Reserved buildings 
Type E Buildings for renewal. 

Type D Reserved buildings Type E Buildings for renewal



Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

2

2 An effective conservation control system is 
proposed to better preserve the overall 
features of the area and meantime maintain 
the individual characteristics of each 
conserved building, and thus to facilitate the 
planning administration and implementation.

From the conservation of overall historic features, the 
general rules for each conservation element have been 
proposed.  
The conservation plan has been prepared and the 
specific conservation regulation has been proposed for 
each building. 

Building Height Control Zoning Plan

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

Conserved Building Control Plan

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

Buildings F1306 Before Renovation Buildings F1306 After Renovation 

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

3

3 Importance has been attached to the 
operability of the planning and effectiveness of 
the conservation measures, incorporated the 
conservation planning of Xin He Pu into the 
integrated urban planning administrative 
information platform of Guangzhou, 
strengthening the daily planning administration 
and enhancing the control and rationale of 
implementation effectively.  

Xin He Pu conservation requirements on the integrated 
urban planning administrative information platform of 

Guangzhou Urban Planning

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

4
4 Implementation of micro-circulation conservation and renewal mechanism featuring step-
by-step progress, partial change and dynamic concept.

Buildings Before Renovation Buildings After Renovation Buildings Before Renovation Buildings After Renovation

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

“ ”

Starting from the peripheral area of 
the Site of the 3rd CPC National 
Congress at the core of Xin He Pu, 
the conservation and renewal of Xin 
He Pu are further pushed forward.  

“ ”
Site of the 3rd CPC Congress located in the core of Xin He Pu

“ ”
Site of the 3rd CPC

Congress

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

1
“ ”

“ ”

1 Pay attention to the conservation of the historic 
authenticity of the historic sites 

The peripheral area of the Site of the 3rd CPC National 
Congress adopts the conservation method of backfill 
and covering, and abandons the scheme of 
“reconstruction on the site”, so as to preserve the 
historic authenticity.  

“ ”
Conservation of the Site of the 

3rd CPC National Congress

“ ”
Site of the 3rd CPC National Congress



Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

2

2 Pay attention to the coordination with the surrounding environment
The construction of the site should run parallel with the refurbishing of the peripheral districts, and 
coordinate with the residential environment, features and the building style etc. of the peripheral area, 
so as to form a uniform and orderly historic and cultural district.  

Xu Gu Yuan Rd. After RefurbishingChun Yuan Hou Jie After 
Refurbishing

Wa Yao Hou Jie After Refurbishing

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

3
“ ”

3 The conservation of the site drives the organic renovation of 
the district  

Build a new memorial for the 3rd CPC National Congress for historic site and 
data exhibition.
Renovate the conserved buildings in the district.  

Chun Yuan After Renovation

“ ”
Memorial of the 3rd CPC National Congress

Chun Yuan Before Renovation

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

3

3 The conservation of the site drives the organic renovation of the district
Provide more plazas and green land, build a new large parking lot and optimize the peripheral traffic. 
Attention has been paid both to the site conservation and the requirement of the district.  

Planning Scheme

Improved living environment of the district

Major contents and implementation measures of Xin He Pu conservation plan

Rendering for the 
conservation and renewal of 
the core area

In the process of formulating of the 
Planning, relevant authorities and public 
have been consulted for comments and 
the Planning has been redrafted and 
revised for several times. The final version 
of the Plan Set was officially released for 
implementation through public notice and 
news release. 

Summary of project implementation

Public Notice of Planning 
Scheme

In the process of formulating of the 
Planning, relevant authorities and public 
have been consulted for comments and 
the Planning has been redrafted and 
revised for several times. The final version 
of the Plan Set was officially released for 
implementation through public notice and 
news release. 

Summary of project implementation

Public Notice of Planning 
Scheme

Since the implementation of Xin He Pu conservation and renovation efforts, favorable 
results have been achieved in terms of social, environmental and economic benefits etc.

Summary of project implementation

Implementation photos of the conservation and renewal of Xin He Pu

Buildings Before Renovation Buildings After Renovation



Buildings Before Renovation 

Buildings After Renovation

Improved living environment of the 
district

Before Renovation After Renovation

Improved living environment of the 
district

Before Renovation After Renovation St reets  Before Renovation Street s Aft er  Renovation

St reets  Before Renovation Street s Aft er  Renovation
Implementation photos of the conservation and 

renewal of Xin He Pu

I mplementati on photos of  t he cons ervat ion and 
renew al of Xin H e Pu

End o f presentation. Tha nks!


