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Asia-Pacific confab on urban growth opens

including

ird of its kind, was
overseas,
i, which attended for

the thi
Hawaii,

and Honolulu,

The Asian-Pacific City Summit.
attended by representatives from 15 cities

Australia

Brisbane,
the first time.

le urban

growth despite the region’s current economic and financial dif-

ficulties.

b

-day confer-

FUKUOKA — Delegates from 23 cities in 12 countries in

ence in Fukuoka to discuss ways of achieving sustainal

the Asia-Pacific region opened on Saturday a three

The conference will discuss issues such as rapid urbaniza-

water shortage and river

urban population concentration,

pollution in urban areas.

tion

Fukuoka Mayor Keiichi Kuwahara, who proposed holding

the biennial conference in 1994, said that the Asijan crisis raises
the importance of pooling resources and information among

cities in the region to deal with common challenges.
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Problems such as faulty water systems
will be taken up at the 3rd As1a—Pac1f1c
City Summit in Fukuoka.

Asghi Evening News

FUKUOKA—Delegations
from 23 cities today were to
discuss ways to solve urban
problems, such a inadequate
medical services and depleted
water supply, and how to form
networks among the cities.

At the 3rd Asia-Pacific City
Summit, mayors and officials
this morning were to hold
three simultaneously meet-
ings. Topics include education,
health care and waterworks
system in urban centers.

Delegations from Bangkok,
Singapore, the Chinese city of
Urumgi and six other cities
were to attend on session
whose theme is “Future Direc-
tion of Education for the Next
Generation.” In particular, they
were to discuss measures to
improve the quality of educa-
tion.

In addition, they were to seek
ways to create human ex-

change networks at the munic-
ipal-government level.

Another meeting was to fo-
cus on health care problems in
cities. The participants were
representatives from Dalian
and Hong Kong in China, Ma-
nila and four other cities.

They were to exchange
views on how cities can pro-
vide better medical services.

They were to make presenta-
tions on public medical ser-
vices in their cities and consid-
er how to establish a system to
improve the welfare of the resi-
dents,

Waterworks and sewer sys-
tems were to be the main top-
ics at the third meeting, which
was to include representatives
of nine cities including Auck-
land, Brisbane, Ho Chi Minh
City, Honolulu and Kuala
Lumpur.

The cities were to discuss
how to establish efficient water

htmares

supply services in harmony
with environmental conserva-
tion,

Officials at the Fukuoka city
office, which hosted the meet-
ing, said they plan to take mea-
sures to cope with urban prob-
lems based on the results of
the conference.

At the first conference held
in 1994, the main topic of dis-
cussion was harmony between
urban development and hu-
man living environment. Offi-
cials from 21 cities in the Asia-
Pacific region took part.

At the second summit meet-
ing, held in China, delegates
from 20 cities focused on ur-
ban development in the next
century.

Officials for this year’s meet-
ing brought up many issues
from previous conferences.
This time they plan to issue an
action plan to cope with such
problems, Fukuoka city offi-
cials said.

In the afternoon, the delega-
tions were to adopt a joint dec-
laration based on the discus-
sions of the three sessions.

Asahi to encourage Asia fmendshl.p

Asahi Shimbun plans to en-
courage exchange visits and
the sharing of information with
people from around Asia as
part of a series of events to
commemorate its 120th an-
niversary.

The newspaper will set up
Asahi Shimbun Asia Network
(AAN) to contribute to pro-
moting stability and prosperity
in the region in the next cen-
tury.

Yasushi Akashi, 67, former
undersecretary-general of the
United Nations, will chair the
preparatory comimittee that

will decide
the operation
and manage-
ment policies
of AAN,

The com-
mittee will in-
clude other
eminent peo-
ple and repre-
sentatives of
Asahi Shimbun.

AAN, which is expected to
start operations in October,
will be involved in many pro-
jects such as joint survey and
research programs bringing

ASAHI SHIMBUN

together ex-
perts from Ja-
pan and over-
seas. The net-
work will also
offer training
programs for
journalists
from other
Asian coun-
tries.

Akashi, the first Japanese to
join the staff of the United Na-
tions, played a significant role
in peacekeeping operations in
Cambodia and former Yugo-
slavia.

Pl
“ @

1999

ABAHI SHIMBUN
20th ANNIVERBARY
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