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I. Introducing Ipoh City – Towards Sustainable Development – (Article from Ipoh) 

  Asian-Pacific City Summit Newsletter 
 No. 35  September 2016 Edition 

 

The 11th Working-Level Conference, which was scheduled to be held from November 25 to 28, 2016 in Ipoh 
City, has been postponed due to various reasons. Currently, Ipoh City is working on to hold the conference by the 
end of March, 2017. 

In this edition, we introduce you to initiatives of Ipoh City towards sustainable development. 
 

 
Ipoh City is working on "building an eco-friendly city," "promoting eco-tourism," and "preserving heritage 

(cultural heritage)" towards sustainable development. 
For instance, the city engages young people in the "Car Free Day," a monthly event. The Banjaran Hotsprings in 

Ipoh City also provides opportunity of eco-tourism and attracts many domestic tourists. 
 

 

Ipoh lies between two major Malaysian Cities, Penang and Kuala Lumpur. It is a multicultural city, comprising 
of major ethnic group, including Malays, Chinese, and Indians. It was known as "Ipoh – the City that tin built." 
Today, Ipoh is a thriving, dynamic city with a diversified economy. 

Population: About 710,000 (2015)  Land Area: About 643 km2 (2015) 
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The Third Session of the Preparatory Committee of the United Nations Conference on Housing and 
Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) in Surabaya 

 

This year, once in two decades, the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban 
Development (Habitat III) will be held in Quite, Ecuador, from 17 – 20 October, 2016. 
Working toward the agreement of Habitat III final declaration, “New Urban Agenda,” preparatory committees 

were held in 2014 and 2015. The third and last committee was carried out in Surabaya, Indonesia from 25 – 27 
July, 2016. 
4,248 people from 142 countries and territories enrolled in this committee; 27 parallel events, 39 side events and 

56 talk sessions were scheduled along with the plenary session. A wide range of information sharing and dialogues 
were actively carried out during this preparatory committee.  

On the first day of this committee, the Vice President of Indonesia made an opening remark at the opening 
ceremony. At the plenary session which followed after, representatives from participated countries and territories 
began the discussion on the content of the New Urban Agenda. 

As there were guests from not only Indonesia but also from all over the world, the committee venue was strictly 
guarded by hundreds of policemen against terrorist attacks. Jakarta experienced terrorist bomb attacks last year, so 
security is top priority to the Indonesian government.  

Nobody could enter the venue without going through baggage security check and showing the officially issued 
photo identification card. This strict security rule caused a very long line at the entrance gate as people were 
waiting to be issued their photo identification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Besides various side events and talk sessions, there were about 80 exhibition booths showcasing projects and 
activities of participated countries and non-government organizations. Thematic tours of Surabaya were also 
available and attracted many participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. News from UN-HABITAT ROAP-Fukuoka (The tenth installment) 

The conference venue entrance The first plenary session held on 25 Sep. 
 

The long waiting line at the entrance 

The exhibition booth: UN-Habitat (left), Japanese government (right) Event and site visit information center 
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At one of the talk sessions hosted by UN-Habitat, a discussion was held 
on how to utilize the “International Guidelines on Urban and Territorial 
Planning (Guidelines),” issued by United Nations last year to achieve the 
goal set in the New Urban Agenda. Fukuoka City joined this talk session 
as one of 26 case studies with best practices of city planning following the 
Guidelines. The deputy mayor of Fukuoka City Government explained the 
compact city strategy of Fukuoka City based on historical and 
geographical background. 

Besides Fukuoka City, Indonesian and French governments, OECD, UCLG and other international 
organizations gave their speeches. This session attracted so many audiences that the venue was overflowing with 
people. 

This conference was hosted by Indonesian Government and Surabaya City. Surabaya City was well prepared 
for this conference, and their hospitality was excellent. The City serves as a good role model for those who plan to 
host this kind of international 
conferences in the future. 

Surabaya City invited 2,500 guests 
to their welcome dinner, which was 
held at the City Hall garden on the 
first night of the conference. All 
vehicles were shut out from the main 
road from the conference hall to the venue, and the road turned into an open stage for Indonesian traditional 
performances. Guests could enjoy the performances on their way to the venue without worrying about traffic 
congestion and accidents. During the dinner party, various shows, from traditional to modern, were performed on 
the stage. Guests enjoyed the shows along with delicious local cuisines and nice night breeze. 

Surabaya City utilized this conference as a good educational chance for the younger generation. Two high school 
students were assigned to every participated organization as liaison with conference secretariats. The students had 
to pass an examination and go through one-month training to become a liaison. They supported their respective 
organizations from the time they arrived at the airport to their departure. 

Primary school children also had the opportunity to promote about their city. They tended a booth, interviewed 
foreign visitors about their impressions of Surabaya, and actively offered tasting of organic juice made in Surabaya 
using their newly learnt English. They were excellent promoters of their city.  

For the younger generation, this conference must have served as a very good opportunity to learn about overseas 
cultures and at the same time to feel pride in their city. 

During the 3-day conference, participated countries exchanged dialogues until late at night toward the 
agreement of New Urban Agenda. The content is being worked on continually to bridge the differences among 
participated countries. In October, at the Habitat III in Quite, Ecuador, the New Urban Agenda will be officially 
released. 

A report on the upcoming conference will be posted on the next Newsletter.  
 
Please access the following website for further Habitat III information: https://www.habitat3.org/ 
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As the closest ordinance-designated city to the afflicted areas, Fukuoka City provided disaster relief in a speedy 

and proactive manner to the areas affected by the Kumamoto Earthquake (a magnitude-7.3 quake that occurred in 
April 2016).  

In particular, during the first week immediately after a disaster, saving lives and recovering lifeline are necessary, 
and it is important for the government to exercise leadership. In the event of a large-scale earthquake, it is difficult 
for a disaster-affected municipality alone to respond to the disaster. Therefore, especially the closest city to the 
afflicted areas needs to have a readiness and a system to thoroughly support the areas. 

Mayor Takashima of Fukuoka City compiled a report on the city's disaster relief activities in just a month after 
the earthquake. The aim of the report is to introduce the new initiatives taken by Fukuoka City to support the 
disaster-affected areas and compile issues to be improved in the future. The report has been created with the hope 
that various findings and lessons learned from the earthquake this time will be shared nationwide and be 
universally known, and be utilized towards better disaster responses in the event of future disasters. 

The following is the summary of the report. 

 Self-contained relief activities provided by Fukuoka City 
Employees of afflicted municipalities are also affected by the disaster, and are overloaded with unfamiliar 

disaster-relief tasks. Thus, it is important not to place additional burdens on the disaster-affected municipalities and 
their employees when supporting those areas. This chapter reports the new disaster relief initiatives that would not 
place burdens on disaster-stricken municipalities. 

[Relief supplies] 
In regard to providing relief supplies, there are three important points.  

1) Getting a good grasp of the needs 
It is important to take a proactive approach in supporting municipalities by maintaining close contact with 

mayors of disaster-affected municipalities without waiting for their requests, and by offering a menu of the 
supplies that are available, and actively finding out what supplies are needed. 

2) Framework to reduce the labor and time for sorting 
Sorting out relief supplies delivered from around the country is a huge burden that requires manpower from the 

disaster-affected municipalities. Therefore, Fukuoka City developed a new system of supplies collection in which 
supplies were already sorted at the point when they were donated by citizens. Supplies were collected at an 
elementary school that was no longer in use, and each classroom was designated to receive a certain type of 
supplies. The system functioned effectively. 

3) Framework to realize efficient delivery to the shelters through utilization of ICT 
At disaster-affected municipalities, a lot of manpower was used up in negotiations over the telephone for relief 

supplies. Fukuoka City newly developed the original supply provisioning system in cloud computing to 
unfailingly deliver the required amount of required supplies to shelters. 

The city also developed a system to distribute the supplies to even more specific shelters by asking NPOs and 
individuals going to disaster-stricken areas to bring with them relief supplies collected in the city.  
 

 

III. New Challenges of Fukuoka City in its Disaster Relief Activities in the Areas Affected  
by the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake (Article from Fukuoka City) 
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<<Photo: Classroom for collecting PET bottles>> 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

<<Photo left: Truck loaded only with toilet paper Photo right: Volunteers loading supplies>> 

[Volunteers and Waste disposal] 
In regard to volunteers and waste disposal, Fukuoka City tried not to place a burden to disaster-affected 

municipalities. 
For instance, the city developed a system to help volunteers get to areas with inconvenient access and thus a lack 

of volunteers. The city also collects information on required volunteer work beforehand and completed the task of 
matching the volunteer with the work they would be doing before they left Fukuoka. Then, the city provided bus 
service to take volunteers directly to the various locations in Kumamoto. With this method, the city was able to 
reduce the burden of volunteer reception desks in disaster-affected municipalities and it resulted in smooth 
volunteer activities. 

Also, in regard to waste disposal, Fukuoka City is close to the disaster-affected local governments and is familiar 
with a certain level of local geography of the areas. Therefore, the city dispatched garbage collection support trucks 
before other municipalities. Support groups from distant municipalities that are less familiar with the local 
geography were combined with the group of trucks from Fukuoka City. In doing so, the city created a framework 
that would not burden Kumamoto City with the responsibilities, including allocating tasks to each support group 
and giving directions to where to collect garbage. 

 

<<Photo left: Volunteers sorting the supplies gathered at the former Daimyo Elementary School  
Photo right: Relief supplies sent in, filled with caring thoughts>> 
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 Efforts to make further improvements in providing assistance to disaster-affected areas 
This section summarizes improvements that need to be made based on the relief activities this time. 

1. Municipalities have the expertise and experience of the daily operation of basic infrastructure, such as water, 
sewage, and waste disposal. It is important to create in advance a structure of command for disaster relief and 
recovery that allows municipalities to be in the center and exercise their leadership in rebuilding such infrastructure.  

2. In addition to the general disaster drills and evacuation drills during ordinary times, it is important to conduct 
training on receiving and giving aids by imagining realistic situations during an actual disaster, and role-playing 
from the viewpoints of those on the receiving and giving ends of assistance. 

3. In providing relief supplies and collecting monetary donations, SNS played a crucial role in providing the 
information to the public in a speedy and timely manner. Therefore, the city needs to utilize SNS to provide 
information and establish contact with the local residents even during ordinary times. 

4. In order to resolve reputational damage in the disaster-affected areas and the neighboring areas, intercity 
collaboration in such areas as tourism is needed. 
 

This is a summary of the report. As natural disasters including earthquakes can occurred anywhere in Asian 
countries, we hope each city finds this report informative for their disaster prevention initiatives. Please refer to the 
full text of the report for details. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

★To all the contact persons of our member cities: We are waiting for articles from you. 

Please feel free to send us information on hot topics and new projects of your city and your efforts to address urban issues 

that might be helpful to other cities.  

(Newsletters are posted on the Asian-Pacific City Summit website and sent to member cities and other addresses via 

email.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.city.fukuoka.lg.jp/data/open/cnt/3/54071/1/report_20160512_en.pdf (English full text) 
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Date Name of the Conference Host City 
Scheduled to be held by the end of 
March 2017 

The 11th Working-Level Conference Ipoh City (Malaysia) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
【Editorial/Publication】  

Asian-Pacific City Summit Secretariat 
 (International Affairs Department, General Affairs & Planning Bureau, Fukuoka City) 
1-8-1 Tenjin, Chuo-ku, Fukuoka City, 810-8620 JAPAN TEL: +81-92-711-4028  FAX: +81-92-733-5597 
E-mail: apcs@city.fukuoka.lg.jp  Website: http://apcs.city.fukuoka.lg.jp/en/ 
September 27, 2016 

The Asian-Pacific City Summit has been building cooperative relations and networks among cities through Mayors 
Conferences, Working-Level Conferences and other activities, working toward solutions for urban problems in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

 

 

Auckland City (New Zealand) 
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (Thailand) 
Brisbane City (Australia) 
Busan Metropolitan City (Korea) 
Changsha City (China) 
Dalian City (China) 
Fukuoka City (Japan) 
Guangzhou City (China) 
Gwangyang City (Korea) 
Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam) 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
(China) 
Honolulu City (USA) 
Ipoh City (Malaysia) 
Jakarta Capital City Government (Indonesia) 
Jeju Special Self-Governing Province (Korea) 

Kagoshima City (Japan) 
Kitakyushu City (Japan) 
Kuala Lumpur City (Malaysia) 
Kumamoto City (Japan) 
Manila City (The Philippines) 
Miyazaki City (Japan) 
Nagasaki City (Japan) 
Naha City (Japan) 
Oita City (Japan) 
Pohang City (Korea) 
Saga City (Japan) 
Shanghai City (China) 
Republic of Singapore 
Urumqi City (China) 
Vladivostok City (Russia) 

Asian-Pacific City Summit Member Cities  30 Cities from 13 Countries 
 

Future Asian-Pacific City Summit Conferences 
 


