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The Asian-Pacific City Summit (Mayors Conference) shall, in principal, be held every two years, and the 

Working-Level Conference, between Mayors Conferences. In 2016, the 11th Working-Level Conference is 

scheduled to be held in Ipoh City, Malaysia, either in November or December. (Date and theme are yet to be 

confirmed.) 

In this edition, we introduce you to an outline of Ipoh City, the constantly growing capital of Perak State and the 

third largest city in Malaysia. 

 

 

 Ipoh City has a population of 657,892 within an area of 643 

km2. It has a tropical climate of 27 degrees - 33 degrees. It is 

surrounded by limestone hills and granite ranges, the Kledang on 

the west and the Titiwangsa on the east. The Kinta River runs 

through the heart of city, serving as the boundary between Old 

Town and New Town. 

It lies halfway between two major Malaysian Cities, Penang and 

Kuala Lumpur. The limestone hills and caves of Ipoh City are 

unique geological properties of flora and fauna which have attracted the attention of scientists and explorers. 

Formerly the city was known as "The Town That Tin Built" but it is now famous as "The Limestone Wonders".  

Population: 657,892 (2010) 

Number of Household: 162,844 (2010) (Based on state average household size of 4.04) 

Land Area: 642.57 km2 (2010) Population: 1,023.8 persons/km2 (2010) 

Major Industries (Major Products): Quarrying (Limestone & Granite), Manufacturing (Electronics),  

Agriculture (Rubber & Palm Oil) 
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Major Projects: 

1. Development of Perak High Technology Industrial Park 

2. Conservation and preservation of tourism product in the city centre 

3. Development of Urban Transformation Centre 

Sister Cities and Friendship Cities: Fukuoka (Japan), Wenzhou (China), Nanning (China), Medan (Indonesia) 

 

 

 

 

Kumamoto City has been developing the MICE facility 
"Kumamoto Castle Hall (tentative name)," with the aim to increase 
the number of visitors and to revitalize the city center.  

MICE(Note) promotion will bring about various effects, including 
opportunities to create new businesses and values from gathering or 
exchanges of people, and economic impacts of hosting conferences, 
providing accommodations, sales of food and beverage, and tourism. 

Kumamoto City is planning to strategically attract MICE events by 
developing the Kumamoto Castle Hall in a building which will house 
commercial facilities, including a hotel, restaurants, and shops, and will be conveniently located near public 
transportation. 

Kumamoto Castle Hall will be located in a redevelopment 
building to be built as part of a city center redevelopment project. It 
will also be situated in an area connecting Kumamoto Castle, a 
symbol of Kumamoto City, and the city center. Commercial 
facilities, a hotel, a bus terminal will be integrated into the 
redevelopment building, making it a multifunctional center for both 
excursions and exchanges. Besides this project, Kumamoto is also 
redesigning the rest of the city, paying regard to the geographical 
environment of the redevelopment area and the history of this once 

flourished castle town. By this means, the city aims to create an attractive space that is uniquely Kumamoto. 

The whole facility of Kumamoto Castle Hall can accommodate 
conventions of 3,000 people. Each floor can be used for various 
purposes as a whole or in parts, making the whole facility convenient to 
use for organizers and visitors.  

The main hall on the fourth to sixth floor has 2,300 fixed seats (Level 
1: 1,700 seats, Level 2: 600 seats), and is suitable for hosting mainly 
lectures, conventions, ceremonies, and electroacoustic concerts. One 
can command a prospect of Kumamoto Castle at both the Main Hall 
Foyer (gathering spot) and the Rooftop Garden, which is accessible through the Foyer, making it an exceptional 
venue for receptions before and after conventions. 

A total of 19 large and small meeting rooms are located on the third floor, which can accommodate events of 
various sizes, such as small academic meetings, conferences, and seminars. 

II. "Kumamoto Castle Hall (Tentative Name)" 

 – Central Kyushu's Convention & Entertainment Hub Facility (Article from the City of Kumamoto) 

Conceptual image of Redevelopment Building 

Kumamoto Castle Hall (tentative name) 

Conceptual image of Redevelopment Area 
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Conceptual image of Main Hall Foyer Conceptual image of Rooftop Garden 

 

The Multi-purpose Hall on the second 
floor can be used as either a small hall, 
with a maximum of 750 seats when using 
both movable seats and temporary seats, 
or a full flat floor of about 1,000 square 
meters. In both cases, the hall can be used 
for a wide range of purposes: cultural 
events including concerts and dances, 
international conferences, lectures, ceremonies, and events/exhibitions. 

The Event & Exhibition Hall on the first floor is a full flat floor of 
about 1,800 square meters, can be divided, and is suited to exhibit 
heavy goods. Moreover, the hall can be overlooked from the 
Main Entrance on the second floor, so that events can attract 
people in a variety of fields and of all generations who are 
gathering at the main entrance.  

Currently, Kumamoto City is aiming to complete the 
developing Kumamoto Castle Hall in fiscal year 2018. At the same time, the city is also undertaking 
redevelopment of surrounding area. These projects will promote uniqueness and attractiveness of Kumamoto, 
vitalize the entire city center, and enhance the hub function of the city amid the increasing competition among 
cities.  

 

 

 

 

 

"The Nepal Earthquake and Assistance by UN-Habitat" 

A large earthquake struck Nepal on April 25, 2015. As of July, it is reported that the earthquake caused 

approximately 9,000 deaths and over 600,000 houses were completely destroyed. The number of residents in need 

of support has reached 2.8 million. In the wake of this serious damage, the international community was quick to 

announce a variety of emergency assistance, and provide funding, manpower and goods. At the same time, 

relevant organizations have been working in close cooperation to conduct investigations for the future, such as 

confirmation on damages for recovery purposes and assessment on reconstruction needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. News from UN-Habitat ROAP-Fukuoka (The seventh installment) 

(Note) MICE: A term for a new type of tourism that includes Convention (international conferences, nationwide conventions, and 
academic meeting), Meeting (corporate conferences), Incentive Travel (incentive and training travel organized by companies), and 
Event/Exhibition (exhibitions, trade shows, and cultural events).  

Conceptual image of Main Entrance 

2F Multi-purpose Hall 

1F Event & Exhibition Hall 
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The International Conference on Nepal's Reconstruction was held by the Government of Nepal on June 25, 

2015. The amount of funding necessary for reconstruction was calculated based on a survey, and announced to be 

6.7 billion dollars. At the conference, participating countries and organizations discussed what sort of support 

should be provided in what areas. A confirmation was made, that the international community would delegate roles 

in supporting the recovery and reconstruction of Nepal. In a case like this, when many countries and organizations 

are involved in emergency assistance and reconstruction support, the many tasks – checking on the damage, 

assessing reconstruction needs, calculating expenses, and confirming role sharing – have to be done systematically, 

and arranged by an implementation group. It is crucial that the implementation group functions well. In this regard, 

the Government of Nepal has done an excellent job in coordination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As urgent assistance to the affected areas, UN-Habitat distributed emergency goods which were purchased with 
donations, such as plastic sheets, buckets and drinking water, provided simple water machines, and gave out water 
disinfection rings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, with the support of the Government of Japan, the emergency 

shelter assistance project has started in June 2015. This is the first time 

for the Government of Japan to provide financial assistance to 

UN-Habitat's project in Nepal. 

 This project, with the objective of preventing secondary damage by 

monsoon storms, is conducted by the local office, which composed of 

experts on architecture, civil engineering, water and sanitation. They, in 

collaboration with local universities, research institutions and NGOs in Nepal, are providing emergency shelters to 

residents in the worst-affected area. 

One approach UN-Habitat takes in disaster restoration assistance is called "People's Process." This approach 

helps affected residents to be proactive and carry out reconstruction activities of their own community themselves. 

After the Nepal earthquake, information sharing bases were set up in communities, where surveys on current 

situation, briefing to residents and trainings are conducted. This facilitates the transformation of residents from 

"victims needing support" to "agents reconstructing the community with their own abilities". 
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The content of reconstruction assistance and method of implementation will change depending on different stages 
of reconstruction. UN-Habitat will continue to encourage residents to take the lead in various projects in such fields as 
housing, infrastructure (especially water and sanitation) and disaster prevention, and to assist them in the long run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In November 2015, member city information on the Asian-Pacific City Summit website has been updated. Not 
only population, land area and major industry, but other information, such as revenue of the city budget and major 
projects are available.  

(Languages: Japanese, English, Chinese and Korean) 
We would like to extend our gratitude to all member cities for providing information. 
The information can be updated at any time, so if you wish to update your city's information, please feel free to 

write to the secretariat. 

★To all the contact persons of our member cities: We are waiting for articles from you. 

Please feel free to send us information on hot topics and new projects of your city and your efforts to address urban issues 

that might be helpful to other cities.  

(Newsletters are posted on the Asian-Pacific City Summit website and sent to member cities and other addresses via email.) 

IV.  Member City Information Update 
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Date Name of the Conference Host City 

November or December 2016 The 11th Working-Level Conference Ipoh City (Malaysia) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

【Editorial/Publication】  

Asian-Pacific City Summit Secretariat 

 (International Affairs Department, General Affairs & Planning Bureau, Fukuoka City) 

1-8-1 Tenjin, Chuo-ku, Fukuoka City, 810-8620 JAPAN TEL: +81-92-711-4028  FAX: +81-92-733-5597 

E-mail: apcs@city.fukuoka.lg.jp  Website: http://apcs.city.fukuoka.lg.jp/en/ 

December 10, 2015 

 

The Asian-Pacific City Summit has been building cooperative relations and networks among cities through Mayors 

Conferences, Working-Level Conferences and other activities, working toward solutions for urban problems in the 

Asia-Pacific region. 

 

Auckland City (New Zealand) 

Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (Thailand) 

Brisbane City (Australia) 

Busan Metropolitan City (Korea) 

Changsha City (China) 

Dalian City (China) 

Fukuoka City (Japan) 

Guangzhou City (China) 

Gwangyang City (Korea) 

Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam) 

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (China) 

Honolulu City (USA) 

Ipoh City (Malaysia) 

Jakarta Capital City Government (Indonesia) 

Jeju Special Self-Governing Province (Korea) 

Kagoshima City (Japan) 

Kitakyushu City (Japan) 

Kuala Lumpur City (Malaysia) 

Kumamoto City (Japan) 

Manila City (The Philippines) 

Miyazaki City (Japan) 

Nagasaki City (Japan) 

Naha City (Japan) 

Oita City (Japan) 

Pohang City (Korea) 

Saga City (Japan) 

Shanghai City (China) 

Republic of Singapore 

Urumqi City (China) 

Vladivostok City (Russia) 

Asian-Pacific City Summit Member Cities  30 Cities from 13 Countries 

Future Asian-Pacific City Summit Conferences 


