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Asian-Pacific City Summit Newsletter 
 No. 25  March 2014 Edition 

  

Continuing from the last issue, we would like to briefly cover the 11th Asian-Pacific City Summit in Kumamoto City 
from October 31 to November 2 last year. Among presentations by participating cities, we introduce you to a presentation on 
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration – the host city for this year's Working-Level Conference (to be held from July 1 to 3). 
  

 

 

Dr. Vallop Suwandee, Chairman of Advisers to Governor of Bangkok 
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (Kingdom of Thailand)            

 

Like other cities, BMA* delivers various services to be a livable city.  
We have launched six major policies to help develop the City of Bangkok, targeting the years from 2013 to 2017. They 

are summarized below: 
(1) We hope to increase the number of CCTVs (surveillance cameras) and add more solar lighting for the safety of the 

city. We will also focus on the realization of a drug-free community, and on emergency management, as well as seek to 
improve the efficiency of the fire-fighting service and cultivate local volunteers. 

(2) We aim to become a "Metropolis of Happiness." To alleviate traffic congestion, we will construct underpasses, 
upgrade and expand the mass transit system, build bicycle lanes and install a live traffic application. 

(3) Aiming at becoming a clean and green metropolis, we are promoting the development of parks, green areas and 
green roofs. 

(4) We seek to provide life-long education. 
(5) We aim to make Bangkok a city of opportunity. Measures should be taken to develop the skills and potential of each 

citizen so that they can improve their standard of living. These measures include the establishment of the Young Designer 
Market. 

(6) To prepare for the upcoming ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and to become the hub of ASEAN, we will 
establish the BMA Small and Medium-Sized Enterprise (SME) ASEAN Data Bank, and will work to provide youngsters and 
other citizens of Bangkok with the opportunities in education required by the AEC. 

BMA adheres to the collective aim of improving the quality of life for the years 2009 through 2020. Along with the 
urbanization of Bangkok, the elderly population is on the rise. As we are approaching an aging society, we need to put 
maximum effort into the creation of a livable city for the elderly. Today I would like to focus on three topics: hospitals for the 
elderly, home healthcare and transportation for the elderly. 

To begin with, the first geriatric hospital in Thailand is being constructed in the Bang Khun Thien area. It will have 300 
beds for inpatients and provide medical services that will include health promotion, disease prevention, medical treatment, 
rehabilitation and long-term care. Collaborating with the faculty of medical science at a university in Bangkok, we will treat the 
elderly for hypertension, diabetic mellitus, heart diseases, stroke, depressive disorder, respiratory system disease, rheumatoid 
diseases, and Alzheimer's and Parkinson's diseases. The total construction cost will be USD $101 million. Less than half the 
cost will be borne by BMA, with the rest financed by public donations. 

For home healthcare, roughly 200 medical doctors and 1,000 nurses who belong to the city's Centers of Public Health 
Services are ready to be dispatched to the homes of the elderly. In addition to the provision of medical services, they can 
provide rehabilitation, training to caregivers and disease prevention. We are also proud to have developed software called BMA 
EPI NET, with the medical records of every household in the city. Nurses and doctors update these health records every time 

I. Bangkok Initiatives for Livable City (Summary) 
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they make a home visit. In case of an epidemic, the system sends an alert to BMA, allowing an immediate response. 
For transportation for the elderly, BMA will purchase vans for those elderly persons who do not own a car and who 

cannot rely on public transportation or taxis. This means the elderly can call City Hall or municipal centers in Bangkok to 
receive transportation services. 

With a long-term perspective, we will continuously aim to make Bangkok a livable city, especially for the elderly. 
*BMA: Bangkok Metropolitan Administration  

 

 

"Housing Reconstruction and Infrastructure Development Project for Returnees"– Northern Sri Lanka  

Although the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka ended in 2009, after more than 25 
years of fighting, the fierce civil war displaced 450,000 people and destroyed many 
houses and infrastructure, especially in the northern region. 

UN-HABITAT has been active in the region via the projects of various 
donors, including the EU, Australia and Japan, and has developed houses and 
infrastructure for returnees. Here we describe one project funded by the 
Government of India. 
 
*Indian Housing Project (2012－2015)* 

1) UN-HABITAT is reconstructing and repairing 16,800 houses in total, in the three northern districts of Jaffna, Mullaitivu 
and Killinochchi. 
(Activities) 

Selecting beneficiaries 
Constructing (and supporting construction in) housing 
Training in basic construction techniques 
Providing security for home-owners, etc. 

 
2) People's Process: Using a home-owner driven methodology that emphasizes the beneficiaries' active participation in 
construction and repair of their home, the project strengthens family ties and improves the skills of beneficiaries. Moreover, 
it encourages residents, regardless of gender, to have self-esteem, and helps them to become self-reliant. 

 
 
 
 
 

- Case Study -   Mrs. Inkaran Srikanthy (Killinochchi District) 
Srikanthy (32 years old) has been raising her three children by herself since she separated from her husband in 2009. 

During the period of ethnic conflict, they were forced to move many times. When they returned to their original home in 
2010, it was damaged beyond repair. 

After living in a temporary shelter and earning a minimum income for her family, she was selected as a beneficiary of 
this project in October 2012. She was responsible for the planning, construction and monitoring of her own house, with the 
assistance of a technical team from UN-HABITAT. The grant for this is directly provided to beneficiaries in three 
installments, one for each level of construction. Since she devoted herself to helping with the masonry work, she was able to 
reduce construction costs by LKR. 30,000. She completed construction in 8 months and moved into her new house in 

II. News from UN-HABITAT ROAP-Fukuoka  
Introducing the projects of UN-HABITAT (The third installment) 
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September 2013. 
Gaining confidence through this home-owner driven process, she now actively participates in community activities and 

gives advices to other beneficiaries. 
 

 
 

 

- Promotion of the Recycling of Office Waste Paper and Confidential Documents -  

Companies are required to dispose of their waste in a proper and responsible manner, and to recycle any recyclable waste, 
including paper, as much as possible. 

However, small-sized businesses often have difficulties finding a waste collection company willing to collect their waste 
paper, as collectors are reluctant to come for the relatively small amounts of waste generated by smaller companies. It is seen as 
an inefficient use of their time. Consequently, some companies have no choice but to dispose of their paper as common waste. 
For confidential documents, many companies choose not to recycle because they are concerned about confidential information 
leaking after the documents have been collected. This is partly due to a lack of information regarding confidential document 
disposers. 

To solve these problems, Fukuoka City set up the Fukuoka City Website to Promote the Recycling of Waste from 
Business Activities in March 2013 to provide a matching service between companies who wish to dispose of used paper 
(including confidential documents) and the collection companies who want customers. The matching service consists of Used 
Paper Collection Matching and Confidential Document Disposal Matching. The former finds collection companies that can 
collect used paper for no charge, and the latter is used to send inquiries to multiple disposal companies at one time. 

In addition, the website introduces recommended companies in a video, and also offers an email newsletter to 
subscribers, to provide information about reducing and recycling waste generated by business activities. 

"Fukuoka City Website to Promote the Recycling of Waste from Business Activities" 
http://jigyogomi-recycle.city.fukuoka.lg.jp/ 

 
【Section in charge】Recycling Promotion Section, Environmental Bureau, Fukuoka City 

 
 
Sample Image of Matching 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       [Businesses] 
 

III. Fukuoka City Website to Promote the Recycling of Waste from Business Activities 

Connect Both Sides 
via Internet 

Fukuoka City Website to Promote the Recycling of Waste from Business Activities 

★Article from a Member City (Fukuoka City)★ 

[Waste Paper Collection / Confidential 
Document Disposal Company] 
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★To all the contact persons of our member cities: We are waiting for articles from you. 

Please feel free to send us information on hot topics and new projects of your city and your efforts to address urban issues that 

might be helpful to other cities.  

(Newsletters are posted on the Asian-Pacific City Summit website and sent to member cities and other addresses via email.) 

 

 

 

Date Name of the Conference/ Theme Host City 

July 1-3, 2014 
(Scheduled) 

The 10th Working-Level Conference 
 Theme: Balanced Life and Sustainable Living (Tentative) 

Bangkok Metropolitan 
Administration 
(Kingdom of Thailand) 

2015 
(Scheduled) 

The 12th Asian-Pacific City Summit (Mayors' Summit) 
 Theme: Youth Policy in the Cities (Tentative) 

Vladivostok City 
(Russian Federation) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
【Editorial/Publication】  

Asian-Pacific City Summit Secretariat 
 (International Affairs Department, General Affairs & Planning Bureau, Fukuoka City) 
1-8-1 Tenjin, Chuo-ku, Fukuoka City, 810-8620 JAPAN TEL: +81-92-711-4028  FAX: +81-92-733-5597 
E-mail: apcs@city.fukuoka.lg.jp  Website: http://apcs.city.fukuoka.lg.jp/en/ 
March 26, 2014 

Future Asian-Pacific City Summit Conferences 
 

The Asian-Pacific City Summit has been building cooperative relations and networks among cities through Mayors' 
Summits, Working-Level Conferences and other activities, working toward solutions for urban problems in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

Asian-Pacific City Summit Member Cities  30 Cities from 13 Countries 
 

Auckland City (New Zealand) 
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (Thailand) 
Brisbane City (Australia) 
Busan Metropolitan City (Korea) 
Changsha City (China) 
Dalian City (China) 
Fukuoka City (Japan) 
Guangzhou City (China) 
Gwangyang City (Korea) 
Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam) 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (China) 
Honolulu City (USA) 
Ipoh City (Malaysia) 
Jakarta Capital City Government (Indonesia) 
Jeju Special Self-Governing Province (Korea) 

Kagoshima City (Japan) 
Kitakyushu City (Japan) 
Kuala Lumpur City (Malaysia) 
Kumamoto City (Japan) 
Manila City (The Philippines) 
Miyazaki City (Japan) 
Nagasaki City (Japan) 
Naha City (Japan) 
Oita City (Japan) 
Pohang City (Korea) 
Saga City (Japan) 
Shanghai City (China) 
Republic of Singapore 
Urumqi City (China) 
Vladivostok City (Russia) 

mailto:apcs@city.fukuoka.lg.jp
http://apcs.city.fukuoka.lg.jp/en/

